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| >; N Colnpltuace Fes the | Ritueſ 
you were pleaſed to make me in 
2 4 your laſt, I intend by this to enter- 
ia az tain you with the fecret Cauſe of 
nn” Gu the unhappy Change, that has hap- 
82 1 in Mrs. 1.78 Family, ſinee the laſt 

[ A ime we had the Happineſs of your Company 
[= in this Country: I know you too well, to ſup- 
pole, that the Misfortunes of thoſe, you were 
1 "FAVES ip) hongus, we: "pus TIS: 2 
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(at; 25 
furniſh Matter = 83 to a Mind eruly 1 
benevolent, ſuch as I know your's' to be, in an 


eminent Degree, or that a vain Curioſity, * 


the too much prevailent Itch of Scandal, could 
give Riſe to the Deſire you have to be inform 'd . 


of the true Source of theſe Reports, which x 


make Part of the Converſation of moſt Com- 
nies in theſe Parts; nor could I prevail on 


myſelf to gratify ſuch a Diſpoſition ; but I 
know, that generally in ſuch Caſes, ill- natur d 


Fame takes a malicious Pleaſure in exagerating 
Facts, in putting the worft Conſtruction upon 
every Event; and for the moſt Part, confounds 
the innocent with the Guilty, and points its 
bittereſt Invectives againſt thoſe who are either 
entirely blameleſs, or that deſerve more Com- 
paſſion than Cenſure; it's to reſcue the un- 
happy Parties, Madam, from the Slander of 
the Ignorant, or their Character as much as 
poſſible, from the Invectives of the Malicious, 
chat J give myſelf this Trouble, which I con- 
vince myſelf muſt afford you ſome Degree of 


Pleaſure; ſince by it you will find, that tho“ 


ſome of the principal Parties are extreamly un- 


happy; yet, they are not ſe deeply guilty, as 


the ill. natur d World has repreſented A 
.._. Tho? I believe you are pretty well acquainted 
with Mrs. —g and her Family, yet I ſhall 
begin as far back as ſome Facts preceding her 
| Marriage; as there may be ſome Circumſtances 
* it, to Which 0 may be A end q 
" 1 „ „ d;, 


— 


5 J. 


. Her Father dien when 


ortune the Farmer left, he divided 


whom he appointed his Executrix. He had 


Lot; yet, ſhe has ever preſerved her Innocence, 


has taſted more true Felicity, and has been a 
Stranger to thoſe Pangs of Guilt and Remorſe, 
which has ſour'd every Enjoyment of the | 


other. 


Miſs Nelly, the youngeſt, the Heroine "be 


and yet ſerve to give Light to the fubſequene 
Part of her Conduct, | 
Her maiden Name is 8 40d ſhe is 
the youngeſt Daughter of a Farmer of middling 
Circumſtances in Nor gſbire, who rented a 
Piarm of about one Hundred a Vear, of the 
unhappy Mr. 7— 
© the was about F fas, aà young, ſprightly 
_ + Girl, with a tolerable Perſon, and ſomething 
ather af dos than beautiful in her Face. 


What litt 
between his two Daughters and his Widow, 


not been dead above three Months, when his 
Widow martied a young Fellow in low Cir- 
cuwmſtances, who in leſs than nine Months 
ſpent at Horſe Racing and Cock-fighting, not 
only the Widow's Effects, but likewiſe what 
© belong'd to the Girls; and had ſo little: Conſci- 
ence, as to turn them both out of Doors, with- 
out a Shilling in their Pockets, or ſcarce a Rag 
to their Backs. The eldeſt of them, a ſtrong, 
robuſt Girl, went immediately to Service, and 
tho” ſhe did not arrive to that Pitch of Grandeur, 
which afterwards became her youngeſt Siſter's . 


PEE 


the following * went from her Mother's 


1 . Houle, 


—— 1 OAPaatrans 


5 K 4 1 5 
Houſe, directly to her Landlord, Mr. . 55 
in order to complain to him of the Treatment 


ſhe had met with from her unnatural Mother TE 
and extravagant Step- Father. 


Mr Y — was then married about fix Yea 7 
to his firſt Lady, A Daughter of Sir Jom * * * 

a Woman of exemplary Virtue, and of a truly 
compaſſionate and benevolent Diſpotion, Mis | 


Nelly was very well known in the F amily, and 


immediately introduced to the Lady, to whom 


ſhe gave ſuch a pathetie Relation of the unpa- 


rallelꝰd Barbarity of her Mother and Father- 


 in-Law; that Mrs. 7—— enter'd fully into 
Her Caſe, promiſed to prevail with her Huf- 


hand to procure her Juſtice; ;- and in the mean 


Time, made her an Offer of her Houſe and 


Table, till ſuch Time as ſhe could be other- 


Wiſe provided for, which Miſs accepted with 


all the Proteſtations of Gratitude, ſo generous a 
Behaviour merited from one in her Circum- 


| Nances, 


It was no difficult Matter for the Lady to 


perſwade Mr. 2. τν to eſpouſe the Cauſe of 


the innocently Diftreſs?d ; his natural Diſpoſi- 


tion wanted no Spurs to Acts of Humanity 
and Generoſity; he promiſed to do her all the 


good Offices in his Power; and in the mean 
Time, in Regard to her Vouth and Innocence, 


and the Eſteem he had for her. Father, treated 


her with as much Tenderneſs and Roles, as 
s ſhe had been his own . = 


1 5 | 
He ſent for the Farmer and the unnatural 


Mother, and expoſtulated with them on their 
” on and inhuman Uſage of their Chil- 


dren, and threaten'd the Farmer with the ut- 


moſt af his Diſpleaſure, if he did not in a very 


| ſhort Time give up to his Wife's Children 
their Share of their Father's. Effects. The 
© Farmer terrified with the Thoughts of the Re- 


kB ſentment of a Gentleman, who had it ſo much 


in his Power to compel him to do juſtice to 
the Orphans, promiſed all he would have him, 


nes but knowing bis Incapacity to pay what he 
had already ſquander'd in Riot and Exceſt, 


in leſs than a Week, removed himſelf and his 
Wife, with what little they had left, to the 
Ile of Man, from Ye they have never 
been heard of ſinſe. 
Thus Miſs Nelly had no Hopes of Support 
left, but. from the 0 of Mrs. . —, who 
took ſuch a Liking to her forward diverting 
Prattle, that ſhe would not part with her, but 
kept her as her Companion; and truſted her 
with as much of the Management of the Fa- 
mily as ſhe had a Capacity for. 
Two Years paſs d over in this eaſy Manner, 

Miſs living and appearing g in all Companies 
like a young Lady of Faſhion and Fortune; 
and now that ſhe had learn'd ſome Experience, 
was become the ſole Manager and Director of 
Mr. Y-—'sS Family ; putting in and turnin 
out Servants as ſhe pleaſed, and had gain'd och 
an Aſcendant over Mrs, Y—, that ſhe did no- 


e thing 


[6] 


thing without ir: and in about a Year more a 
durſt do nothing without her Conſent; for Mrs. 
g was a Woman of a meek Diſpoſition, n 


of all Things en Earth, hated wrangling and 
Noiſe; to avoid which, the frequently yielded - 
to Miſs Nelly" in many Things, contrary to her 
own Inclination, which Mifs Ne/y improvd 
ſo much, that at laſt the good Lady Oe 
little better than'a Cypher in her own Family, 
She began to reſent it, and would have . 
miſs'd her, but vahappily, this Reſolution was 
taken too late; for now ſhe had made a ſtrong 
Party with Mr. 22, who in all „ 


between her and his Wife, took Miſs Nelly's * 2 | 
Part, encouraged'and ſupported her in her In- 


ſolence, and abſolutely refuſed his Conſent * 
her being diſcharged the Houſe, 
The unhappy Mrs. Y—— faw and Dino 


the Change in her Huſband's Behaviour to Fe, 


her, but had too great an Eſteem of herſelf, 
and too generous a Confidence in her Huſband, 
to entertain any Suſpicion of the real Cauſe of 
the great Aſcendant the faw Miſs Nelly had 
over him. However, ſhe did not remain above 
fix Months in that State of Uncertainty ; ſhe 
bore with the imperious Temper of -*< Girl 
with all the Patience imaginable, and, as ſhe 
ſaw it pleaſed her Huſband, whom ſhe lord 
with unfeign'd Tenderneſs, endeavour d to con- 
quer the Averſion ſhe had conceived againſt 
her, and treated her with all the Affection in 


Her Power, Tppeling by that Means ſhe ſhould 
1 be 


8 9 
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* * 
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| be able to preſerve the Eſteem of her Huſband, 
1 and the Peace of the Family; which every 
little Difference, between her and this over- 
| _ bracing Girl, ſet in Combuſtion. - _ 


Tho Mrs. . — bore T hings with this fer 


_-- Outfide, for the Sake of Peace, yet the Eſtrange- 
ment che found daily i in her Huſband's Affec- 
tion, and the imperious Behaviour of this Mi- 

nion, prey'd inwardly upon her Spirits, and 

threw her into a languiſhing Diſorder; which 
confin'd her ſome Months moſtly to her Cham 
ber, and gave Mr. 2— 

in a ſeparate: Bed. Neither Miſs Nelly nor 

be viſited her above once in two or three Days, 
3 and then with as much Coldneſs and Indiffe- 


a 2 for lying 


rence in their Looks and Behaviour, as if ſhe 


had been a diſtant Neighbour, with whom 
they were obliged to obſerve no more than 
common Civility. This Strangeneſs encreaſed 


her Diſorder, and forced from the injur d Wife 
ſome bitter Complaints, in the Hearing of her 


Waiting-Maid, an elderly Woman, who had 


been about her ever ſince her Infancy. 3 
Theſe little Complainings gave the Waiting- 


Maid Courage to open her Mind by Degrees, 
vrhich ſhe did at firſt, by joining in hearty Im- 


precations againſt Miſs Nelly, whom, ſhe faid, 


ſhe believed to be the Cauſe of that viſible In- 
difference, or rather Contempt, her Maſter 
ſhew'd for ſo good a Wife. Theſe paſſionate 
Imprecations were by Degrees faſhion'd into 


diſtant Hints of ; POO of foul Play, be- 
| N tween 


1 2 1 


n 


tell. 


toten her Maſter and the "yy Miox, as the 
called her; and at laſt, finding that ſhe had 


awaken' d her Miſtreſs's FTA ſhe took 


the Courage to tell her plainly, that ſhe had 


Grounds to ſuſpect a very criminal Inti- 
macy between the Squire and the F. armer's 
Davghter. N 

There are few female Tempers fo meek 
as not to be rouſed into Reſentment, when 
their Copy- Hold is invaded in this Manner; 3 


and it's obſervable, that thoſe who could bear 


moſt in other Reſpects, are moſt fiercely agi- 


tated when poſſeſsd with the Devil of Jealouſy, 


whether with or without Cauſe. But Mrs. 
— had but too juſt Cauſe of Reſentment 


before, and ſhe maſt have been leſs than Wo- 


man, had ſhe been capable of putting up fo 
2 an Abuſe from a Huſband to whom her 
onduct had been irreproachable; and a Crea- 


ture ſhe had nurſed up to this Degree of Inſo- 


lence, from a Motive of pure Humanity and 
Charity. 


"She bad be ener lent" fin the” honeſt 


Waiting-Maid, the Grounds of her too 'well- 
founded Suſpicion, than the Paſſion and Re- 


ſentment, with which the Thought of the 
baſe Ingratitude of the guilty Pair, fill'd her 


Soul, had more Effect upon her Diſlemper, 


than all the Preſcriptions of the College, or the 
moſt powerful Reſtoratives in the whole Ma- 


teria Medica. The Violence of her Reſent- 
ment dere her Blood — Spitits a new and 


9] 
more vigorous Turn, and got the better, in a 
few Days of her Malady, which was of the 


lethargick Kind. However, the conceal'd the 
Change, both in her Mind and Health, from 


all in the Family, except her faithful Waiting- 
Maid; and with her conſulted the propereſt 
Method | to convert her Sufficion into Cer- 


a tainty, and ſurprize the guilty Couple in their 


criminal Rendezyous. 

As they were once ſet upon the Scent, it 
was no difficult Matter to diſcover the Game. 
In about a Week or ten Days, after the firſt 
Suſpicions were received, the Waiting-Maid 
acquainted her Miſtreſs, that next N ight ſhe 
would give her occular Demonſtration of her 
Huſband's Falſehood, by conducting her to 
the Place of their gullty Aſſignations. 

The injured Wife waited "with great Impa- 
tience for the appointed Hour, and employ'd 
the anxious, intervening Moments, in Excla- 
mation on her Weakneſs and Incredulity, that 
had permitted her to remain ſo long the Dupe of 


a raw Country Girl, and that ſhe could notlong 


err, now have diſcovered what ſhe had fo 
much Grounds to ſuſpect, if ſhe had not been 
blinded by an ill-placed Confidence in her un- 
generous Spouſe. 

The Hour which all jealous People wiſh 


| for, and yet curſe when paſs'd, at laſt arrived; 
and the honeſt Waiting-Maid conducted her 


Miſtreſs about twelve o'Clock at Night, down 
the back Stairs into a Cloſet communicatin 
C | "I 


3 


* 


W 
with the Room, where the ungrateful Miſs, Nelly 


lay, the Door of which ſhe could open on the 


. 


Infide. | 196d. ene. £14 EW” 12 you 
When the jealous and juſtly enraged Wife 
came here, and laid her Ear to the Key-Hole, 


to liſten if the heard any Noiſe in the Chamber, 
ſhe began to fancy that her Woman and her 


own Suſpicions had impoſed upon her, as ſhe 
heard nothing . ſtirring, and could fee by a 


Candle which was ſtill burning in the Room, 


that there were no-body in Bed, but Nelly read- 
ing a Volume of Plays, ſhe had lent her the 
Day before. She whiſper'd her Doubts ſoftly 
to her Maid, and remain'd near half an Hour 
in the greateſt Agony of Spirits, rack*d between 
Hopes and Fears; and ſcarce knowing whether 
it was better for her to have her Suſpicion con- 
firm'd, or remain in the racking Torture ſhe 
was then in. Both States were equally dread- 
ful to her; however, Love for her Huſband, 


which in Spight of his cold Neglect, ſtill play'd 


about her Heart, and the Pride of her Sex, 
which muſt be much abated, when a Woman 
gives Way to Jealouſy, almoſt determin'd her 


to leave the Place and return to her Chamber, 


with a full Reſolution to baniſh every Suſpicion 
of that Kind from her Breaſt ; and ſhe had 


certainly followed this too good-natur'd Reſolve, 


if her Waiting-Woman, had not perſiſted in 
the Certainty of her Intelligence, and offer'd 


to pledge her Life, that if ſhe had but Patience, 
the ſhould ſee them act the guilty Scence be- 


fore 
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111 
fore her Face. That coarſe Expreſſion, which 
the Maid perhaps utter d in Terms leſs reſerv'd, 
raiſed a-freſh her Reſentment, and kept her | 
ſome Minutes longer on her Poſt of Obſervation 
when ſhe had the horrid Mortification to 
ſee the Maid's Words almoſt literally fulfill'd ; 


for the ſaw, by peeping thro' a large. Crevice 
in the Wainſcot, ber Faithleſs Huſband 0. en 
the Chamber-Door. ſoftly, and enter the Room 
barefooted, and with nothing on him but his 
Shirt and a Night-Gown flowing looſe about 


him. His Paramour no ſooner ſa w him en- 


ter, than with Eyes flaming with guilty De- 
fires; ſhe toſs d 4:4 Bed-Cloaths to the Foot of 
the Bed, ſtretch'd out her Arms to receive 
him, and he threw himſelf on her Boſom with 
r Haſte, ſeem'd ready to ſtifle her with 
burning Kiſles, while his wanton Hands 
were preparing to conſummate the laſt guilty 
Rites of lawleſs paſſion. 
This Scene was too quickly acted to leave 
any Time for the injur d Wife, who was the 


Spectator of this horrid Inſult upon her Honour, 


to deliberate about what ſhe ſhould do. Wound 
up to the higheſt Pitch of Rage and Reſent- 
ment, that could fire a female Breaſt, ſhe bounc'd 
into the Room, and ſpoiPd the Lover's Sport. 
The faithleſs Huſband, tho' deeply engaged, 

ficſt ſpy'd the coming Tempeſt, and ſprung at 
once from the Eminence on which he had but 
juſt been planted, to the Back of the Bed, and 


by that Means, left his guilty Minion expoſed 
CY to 


3 
to a Shower of Blows of the Stand of a Fire 
Screen, which the enraged Wife had ſnatch'd 
up ſo ſoon as ſhe enter d the Room. She laid 
on her Blows with ſuch Fury, that both the 
Maid and the Huſband were afraid ſhe- might 
give her a Blow too many. The Huſband 
came from behind the Bed, and took hold of 
the Wife to ſtop her Fury, which brought the 
War upon himſelf ; a Battle royal of Thumps 
and Scratches enſued, in which it was dubiobis Ss 3 
to determine to which Side Victory inclin d; * 
for while the Author of all this Miſchief lay 
huddled up in the Bed-Cloaths, which, wit 
much Difficulty, ſhe made ſhift to gather about 
her; the Maid join'd her Forces with her 
Miſtreſs againſt her Maſter, on whoſe Face 
and Eyes they left dreadful, Marks of their Re- 
ſentment, and very probably had plumped him - 
to ſome Tune, it the unuſual Noiſe: had not "®. 
raiſed all the Servants that lay on the Ground- 4% 
Floor, and brought them to the Field of Ac- 7 
tion. The Preſence of ſo many of the Do- 1 
meſtics made the Lady reflect, that however 1 
juſt her Reſentment might be, yet ſhe made = 
a very undecent Figure before het Servants, = 
She gave a Truce to her Tongue and Hands, 10 
retreated in good Order, with her Forces, to * 
her own Chamber; where a few Moments 
repreſented to her Mind the diſmal Conſe- 
| quences of this Night's Diſcovery ; the leaſt of 
| | which was an eternal Breach between her and 

her faithleſs Spouſe, for whom fill the found 
T7 a greater 
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a preatef Share of Tenderneſs, HA fuch baſs 
Perfidy merited at her Hands. | 
Her Pride was piqued at the In flties cope 
ber, and the note fo, When ſhe confideted the 


unworthy Object he had pitch'd upon to abuſe 


her, All Women are apt to judge partially of 
themſelves in ſuch Cifcumſtances, and to ex- | 
agerate the Ingratitade of the offe ending Party. 


But Mrs. . — had truly no Occaſion to do 


ſo; ſhe cxcell'd her ungtateful, guflty Rival 
beyond all Degrees of Compariſon, Whether 
we conſider their Petſon, Senſe of 'Quilifica- 


tions; for this unfortunate Lady Was a Wo- 


man of one of the beſt Families in Hug land 
truly well-bred, had # ready Wit; and 4 band 
Judgment beyond moſt of her Sex ; and ſomes 
thing peculiarly engaging in her Matinee and 
Converſation, Her Statute was juſt turn'd of 
the middle Size, her Hair jett Black, and her 
Skin white as Griven Snow, her Eyes black 
and ſparkling, her Features ſweet and regular, 
and all her Limbs juſtly Yoportion?d, with an 
Air of Grandeur in her Mein and Aſpect, that 


{et off to great Advantage all her other Qualifi- 


cations; fo that in Fact ſhe was efteenv'd one 
of the fineſt Women in the County, had re- 
fuſed many conſiderable Offers, and married 
Mr. 1 — much againſt the Conſent of her 
Relations, out of pure diſintereſted Affection, 

which had grown up betwixt them from their 
Infancy. Add to all this, that ſhe had born 
with great Patience, with ſome Peculiarities 


J 
in his Temper, which few Women would 
have done, and had not till this Incident in the 
leaſt abated of that Affection, which firſt 
join d them in Marriage; had brought him a 
very large Fortune, and was the Mother of 
three fine promiſing Boys. Conſidering all 
. theſe Things my and the Circumſtances 
in which this bs Bite 1 of her Repoſe, had 
come into the Family, the tender Care ſhe had 
taken of her, and the Affection ſhe had all 
Ta expreſs'd for her; I ſay, taking all theſe 
| ings together, its impoſſible to figure a Caſe 
; of his Near, attended with mans Erwar- 
ing Circumſtances. 

Erbe müur d Wie ſpent the Remainder of 
that dreadful Night in all the Agonies of Spie 
rit that could agitate a Mind cruelly. divi od 
between the Love of an ungrateful Huſband, 
the Intereſt of her innocent Children, and the 
Reſentments that naturally ariſe on the Reflec- 
tions of ſuch groſs Uſage. / 

When ſhe thought of her Ghildren, and. 
what they might ſuffer from a Separation, 
which now muſt neceſſarily enſue, as there 
were no Probability of making up an Affair, 
that was now publick to the whole Family, 
and had been long, tho unknown to her, the 
Whiſper of all the Neighbourhood ; ſhe wiſh'd 
ſhe had yet been ignorant of the fatal Secret, and 
had patiently ſuffer d his Indifference without 
enquiring further into the Souree of it; and in 


the — of her Concern for her innocent 
Babes, 


. FI 
Babes, blan'd the faithfal Maid for . her offi 


cious Kindneſs, in firſt raifing and then con- 
firming her Suſpicions. So delicate a Point it 


; is to deal between Man and Wife, that the 


poor Girl for ſome Hours heartily repented, 
that ſhe had been ſo fond of doing her Miſtreſs 
Juſtice, But theſe were only Upbraidings of a 
Mind opprefs'd with Anguith and whoſe Paſ- 
ſions were in too great a Tumult to act, or think 
rationally ; for ſo ſoon as the unhappy Lady 
had vented ſome Part of her Paſſion in bitter 
and incoherent - Complainings, the Tumult“ 
in her Mind ſubſided into a ſettled Melancho- 
ly, and a fix d Reſentment of the Injuries 

done her, and ſhe reſolved to do herſelf Jn 


as ſoon as poſſible, 
Early next Morning, ſhe order'd the Chariot 


to be got ready, pack'd up her Cloaths and 
perſonal Jewels, and went attended by het 
Maid and one © Footman, to her Brother's 
Houſe, who liv'd about twenty Mile off, 
from whenoe ſhe, the next Day, return'd the 
Chariot, and a very moving expoſtulary Letter 
to her Huſband, acqainting him, that ſhe in- 
tended never more to live with him, and deſit d 
only a ſmall Allowance for Life, much. leſs 
than what ſhe could recover by Law, and the 
Liberty of educating her Children, promiſing; 
if he comply'd freely with theſe Propoſals, to 

make no Noiſe about what had happen'd, and 
to conceal, as much as poflible, the cruel Cauſe 


of their Separation z but intimating at the ſame 
Time, 


—_— ” A *. a * en — FR 5 4 £ _ 
— Jn * — Ls * . 8 py vs — — 1 n 7 A ; 
— ye Any ooo; > TE — A 1 2 5 8 
. * 
o 


— — . — 
- 3 ˙ » nr tb - 
—_ ̃ + AO 22 — K 


— a — 2 
1 . . IL AA aq ty ct Gn. Bo 


* 
% 


Time, that if he made any 
Compliance, that ſhe would take all Means in 


[16] 
Demur in his 


her Power to do herſelf. Juſtice, / 


The faithleſs Huſband} ſo ſoon as | he, = 


his incens d Wiſe quit the Room after the En- 


agement, without waiting to comfort his 


much. bruisd Companion, or making any Ex- 


planation to the Servants, who were 
Maze at the ſtrange Scene, retir'd to his 
Chamber to contemplate the unhappy State of 


in a 


his Amours, out of which he did not ſtir, till 


he heard his Lady 
As for the gui 


had left the Houſ. 
ilty Fair, as ſoon as ſhe faw the 


Room clear from the furious Wife, and ſuch 
of the Servants as were nat in her own Inteteſt, 
ſhe endeavour d to crawl to her Feet, huddled on 
her Cloaths as faſt as ſhe could, and by the Ad- 


vice of ſome of the Maid Servants, who were her 


Friends, got out of the Houſe, late as it Was, 


for Fear the Storm ſhauld be again renew'd, 
and travelbd as faſt as her aching Bones would 
let her, to a neigbouring Farmer's, where ſhe 
and the Squire had frequent Meetings in the 


4 Infancy of their Intrigues, and before they 
had harden'd themſelves into the Courage =. 
abuſing the Lady in that tender Point, in her 


own Houſe; here ſhe lay concealed: for two or 
three Months, making very few and very, pri- 
vate Excurſions out of her Chamber. The treach- 
erous Huſband was let into the Secret of her 


Retreat, 


Wife s Letter mention'd above, he went to 


and the Moment he received his 


her 


* 
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her. privately, to communicate the Contents; 


and take her Advice about his Anſwer to his 
Lady's Propoſal. _ 
+ 


She was very little moved with the pathe- 
tick Expoſtulations in the Beginning of the 
Letter; ſhe was too much harden'd in Wicked- 


. neſs to be touch'd with any Remorſe of that 


Confuſion, in which ſhe had involved an in- 


nocent Family, and a Lady to whom ſhe ow?d 
ſo many Obligations, and by whom thoſe Mi- 


ir were paired i och el Colours nx 
could ſhe reſtrain herſelf, when ſhe come to 


read that Part of her Letter which mention'd a 


Separation, from expreſſing the Pleaſure ſhe 


took in the Thoughts of being freed from 


her Check, and playing off her little ma- 
icious Wit on the Eaſineſs of the unhappy 
L Jay's Temper, in putting up ſo meekly ſo 
groſs an Affront. What do you heſitate upon 


Mr. , added this ungrateful Woman? 
you have often to me wiſh'd for ſuch a Rid- 
dance; what do you boggle at then now that 


« you ate offer'd it, can you reje& it? No, 


« let the poor ſpirited Creature have her pity- 
« ful Conditions, let her manage her Brats 


2; herſelf, and let us hear no more of her ; I 
te would only adviſe you to refuſe her Demands, 


it I thought the Devil would put it into her 


«© Head to hang herſelf, but pox on her, ſhe 
<« has. not the Courage to tuck herſelf up de- 


* cently, let her have her Way and live forgot- 


«© ton and deſpis'd.” 


D Mr. 


FS W 
Mr. 1, tho' blinded by a criminal Paf- 
ſion, and tired perhaps of his Wife, yet could 
not help being ſhock'd at the rude Manner in 
which his Minion treated her, and he found 
in himſelf the utmoſt Difficulty in parting with 
his Children, for whom he had ſtill a Father's 
Fondneſs, but ſuch was the Sway this deſign- 
ing Woman had upon his Temper, that he 

ielded to her Importunities; and the next 
Day ſent the three Boys, attended by their Tu- 
tor, to their Mother, and an Anſwer to her 
Letter in very cold Terms, but promiſing to 


execute Deeds as ſoon as ſhe pleaſed, for fülfil- 


ing the Conditions demanded in her Letter to 
him. Her Brother (who had the Direction of fi- 
niſhing this Affair, and againſt whoſe Conſent 
Mrs, Y-— had agreed to ſuch eaſy Terms) 
took care to inſert a Clauſe in the Deeds, by 
which Mr. — was debarr'd all Conyerſa- 


tion with Miſs Ne//y, during the Life of his 


Wife, under a very high Penalty; this had 
like to have overturn'd the whole Settlement; 
for Miſs Nelly would by no Means permit him 
(the Squire) to bind himſelf to theſe Condi- 
tions; however, on the Brother's actually com- 
mencing a Suit in the ſpiritual Courts, Mr. 


Mas ſo wiſe as to comply with the Terms 


ropoſed. 


But he ſoon riſqued the Penalty, and conyers'd 


in Private with his Paramour as much as ever. 


The injur'd Wife, pining under the Weight of 


her 


[19] 
her Sorrow, which ſhe endeavour'd to ſmother, 
and fo render'd it heavier, ſoon fell into her' 
former Diſorder, which was quickly ſucceeded 
by a Conſumption and a Lethargy, of. which 
ſhe died in leſs than fix Months, leaving the 
guilty Couple the long wiſh'd-for Liberty 
of indulging their Paſſions without any Man- 
ner of Reſtraint, | 
About a Month after her Death, which 
the ungenerous Huſband did not ſo much 
as pretend to lament, or even pay her the 
Compliment. of putting on Mourning for 
her, they were publickly married to the 
great Scandal of all the Neighbourhood, who 
reſented their Behaviour ſo much, that none 
of any Rank, either viſited or held any 
Correſpondence with them for ſeveral Years, 
till the ugly Circumſtances attending and 
preceding their Marriage began to be partly 
"feryot.. Pf 8 7 1 
It was about ſeven Years after their Mar- 
riage, that an Affair wherein Mr. 7 — — 
and I were jointly concern'd, brought me 
acquainted in the Family. They lived at 
that Time very retit'd, and as I knew no- 
thing of their former Converſation, I ſoon 
_ contracted an Intimacy with the now Mrs. 
, which continued for ſome Time; 
but 1 forget, that I have already exceeded 
the Bounds of a Letter, and ſhall reſerve 
5 the 


[20] | 
the Reſt of her Hiſtory  *till another Op- 


unity, in the mean Time I am, with 
* Reſpect and Sincerity, 6 ag 


z 
- 
* 
5 
2 


M ADAM, 


Your moſt obedient 


[21] 
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even, 


N my laſt, I brought down the Hiſtory of 
your Acquaintance Mrs. Y-—, as far 
as her Marriage with Mr. Y-—. 1 no- 
proceed to give you an Account of her Con- 
duct in a State, to which neither her Birth, 
Education, or perſonal Merit, gave her the 
ſmalleſt Title. Chance, and a Series of the 
blaekeſt Ingratitude to ber Benefactreſt, raiſed 
her to that envy'd State, to be the Wife of 
a Gentleman of good Family, and a Fortune 
of fiſteen Hundred a Vear; one thitd of which 
being all he had in his Power, he ſetiled upon 
ber and the Iſſue of this ſeandalous Marriage. 
But Riches, Grandeur and Afflueneę, obtain d 
by ſuch baſe and ſiniſter Means, can never be 
of long Duration; ſor the ſame Train of Vices, 
which raiſed this ungrateſul Woman, from 
the loweſt Obſcurity, ſour'd the Enjoyment 
of her ill-acquir'd Wealth, while the remain d 


in Poſſeſſion of it, and at laſt tumbled her 


headlong into a worſe Condition than that 


from which ſhe had been ſo W raiſed. 
e While 


/ NL MS." 1 | 
"While her Commerce with Mr. 7'— was 
9 4 a Crime, and under the Check of a 
Wife, the Secrecy and Decorum they were 
._ oblig'd to obſerve in their ſtolen Amours, 
+ kept alive the lawleſs Paſſion, and enabled the 
* guilty Pair to feel a Kind, of groſs Pleaſure 


2 5 in their mutual Correſpondence, and render- 


ed their Company tolerable to each other; but 
when that Reſtraint was removed, which gave 
f to their amorous Joys, and they be- 


dame united by a legal Title as Man and Wiſe, 


the Appetite on which the unnatural; Union 
Wiel depended, ſoon pall'd; their Raptutes 


dwindled into mutual Indifference, and in a 


little Time, Strife, Animoſity, Contention, 
. railing and reciprocal Revilings took Place of. 
all thoſe Joys, they fancied they reap'd in 
eech others Company, when their Commerce 
 retain'd the Air and Shape of an Intrigue. .- 

- Neither of them had Senſe enough-to- give 
any Variety to Converſation, nor good Nature 
enough to make Allowances for, or to bear 
with the natural Failings the other; nor 
N to ſmother any little Diſguſt, 
that might ariſe between a Couple bound for 
Life. In' ſhort, Madam, they were not above 
three Months Man and Wife, when they hated 
one another cordially, and lived in continual 


Jarrs, Upbraidings, and Conteſt. However, 


as no- body viſited them, and as they knew, 
none would afford either of them any Pity, 


. had the Pradence to — mw: an. 
tent 
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tent within the Walls of their own Houſe, 


and behaved with as much Decency as their wy "of 


wretched Minds would permit them, before 


their own Servants; but it was impoſſible to 
keep their Jarrs a Secret from all their Do» - 


meſticks; their Wrangling took Air in the 
Neighbourhood, and the whole Country were 
malicioufly pleaſed, that they were a mutual 

Plague and Curſe to each other, 7 * 


In about ſeven Years, ſhe brought him four 
or five Children, tho' none of them liv'd to 
the Age of Maturity, except two, a Boy and a 


Girl, of whom I ſhall have aftewards occaſion 
to make melancholy Mention ; after that, ſhe 
had ſeveral Miſcarriages, and was in Danger 


of her Life, which I'm fure neither Mr. 


Y— nor few of her Acquaintance would 
have regretted ; but ſhe was of a ſtrong, obſtinate 
Conſtitution, and always diſappointed them, 


by recovering when they had moſt Hopes of 


her Death. © 


The frequent Misfortunes of this Kind 


obliged her to apply for Advice to a Man Mid- 
wife, The Doctor the pitch'd upon, was a 


young Man, ſcarce two and twenty Years of 


Age, the Son of a neighbouring Clergyman, 
and who had but juſt taken his venal Degrees 
at Rheims in France, and had ſtudied Mid- 
wifery for two or three Months at Paris. 


„This learn'd Graduate had but few Patients, 


and was highly pleaſed to find one of Mrs, 
Y—'s Rank at his firſt ſetting out; he pro- 
3 PFF 


pu 
mis'd Miracles, preſerib'd boldly, and in a few 
Months became mighty intimate both with the 
Squire and his Lady, but eſpecially the laſt, 
with-whom ſcarce a Day paſt, without ſome 
ſecret Cloſet Converſation, to which the | hos 
neſt Huſband was never admitted, as they 
were on the Subject of Midwifery, a Myſtery 
into which it was not decent for n 10 be 
peeping. 
in about twelve Mens ifirrahe Admiffon 
of this Efculapivs, Mrs. 7-— made Shift to 
go her full Time with a mule Child, that died 
ſo ſbon as it come into the World; but as ſhe 
had nothing but Miſearriages for fix or ſeven 
Years before, this timely Hirth was aſcrib'd' to 
the Skill and Application of the young Dokter, 
and very much endear'd him to the Lady, who 
was never eaſy without her Phyſician; and 
after her Recovery from lying in, went on in 
her old Way of frequent and cloſe Cloſet Tons | 
ſultations with him. 
The Huſbane of himſelf had no 56fous 
Crotchet in his Head, but ufed very patiently 
to ſmoak his Pipe, in the next Room, white 
His Wife and her Doctor were lock'd up in 
the Cloſet ; but a Neighbour of his, who uſed 
often to viſit, and ſaw theſe frequent Meetings, 
began to ſmeil a Rat, and rallied: the Squire 
upon his great Patience fo Jong, that he at laſt 
infus'd a Notion into his Head, that the 
Doctor might be fortifying his Forehead, _— 


| 1 25 
he ivas proſecibing sen Plaiſters to 
the Wife's Bac. 
As 50 had no Kind of Coaplaiece; for 
| his fair Spouſe, ſo he had no fooner caught 
the yellow Dita, than he told her very bluntly, 
the next Time the Doctor and ſhe ptopoſed to 
retire, that if they had any thing to ſay, they 
migbt ſay it before him, for that he thought 
there was no great Occaſion for making a Se- 
ctet to bim of what concern'd an Affair he 
was Þ _ N with all the n 
afil-doid: 

The young Doctor, who had teally m 
Modeſty than the Lady, bluſh'd at the _ 
Speech, but the Wiſe flew into a Paſſion, and 
beſtow'd all the dirty Epithets on her Huſ- 
band ſhe could think of, which raiſed his 
Cholat to that Degree, that he told her plainly, 
he ſuſpected ne and ber Doctor were em- 
ploy'd in getting of Children, rather than in 
preventing Miſcarriages, and that he was re- 
ſolved to be their Dupe no longer, and order'd 
the Phyſician to quit his Houſe inſtantly, and 
never ſet Foot i in it under Penalty of the Horſe- 
pond. 
F The Doctor took his Leave without much 
Ceremony, and his Wife return'd to her Cham- 
ber after the had abuſed her Huſband, as long 
as her Breath would laſt. | 

From this Time, all Peace and Decency 
were baniſh'd thejr Converſation, and in a few 


Weeks after they parted Beds, and liv'd for 
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near a Vear in the moſt miſerable State of . Dif- 
cord, that ever Couple liv'd in. Neither of 
them took Pains to conceal their mutual Ha- 
tred, and both ſeemꝰd reſolv d to try which could 
be the greateſt Plague; as for the Huſband, he 
confin'd his Reſentment to Scolding „ finding 
Fault with and contradicting all ſne a0 or did: 
But the Wife's Malice went a Step further, ſhe 
contriv d within herſelf every poſſible Means 
to ruin him both in Fortune and Reputation, 
and at laſt the Devil and the Spirit of Re- 
venge, pointed out to her a Method which * 
the helliſn Effect. 7 

Mr. 1. — and all his F 3 were re- 
markeble for. a flightly and /almoſt crazy Turn 
in their Temper; which was always moſt con- 
ſpicuous at the full of the Moon eſpecially, 
if he drunk Spirits too, liberally. ' But how- 
ever he was never outragious, unleſs greatly 
provok'd, nor uncapable at the Height of his 
Diſorder, when free from Liquor, of manag- 
ing Buſineſs like other Men, only he talk d 
ſometimes ludicrouſly, play d ſome little apiſh 
Tricks, and talk*d loader than ordinary. He 
had ben in this State all his Life-time, with- 
out any viſible Alteration in his Diſpoſition, 
when his virtuous Spouſe took it into her 
Head to make him paſs upon the World: for a 
Lunatic. | | 

She communicated this malicious Thoug bt 
fo ſoon as hatch'd, to her Doctor, whom he 
ſtill faw and converg'd with ih private, and 


Regard for the unhappy Gentleman, as to 
| E 2 


* + > 
between them they contriv'd a Method to give 


| then Plot an Air of Probability. 


The Wife grew all of a ſudden: mighty 
complaiſant to her Spouſe, and contradicted 


him in nothing, but . was officibus to prevent 


his Wiſhes; by which Means, ſhe was admit- 


ed more into his Company than uſual, and then 
ſhe found Means to keep Company about him 


wWbo lik'd a Bottle, which ſhe encouraged as 


much as poſſible, eſpecially. of the ſpirituous 
Kind, and at that Seaſon of the Moon, when 
it was moſt pernicious to her Huſband. When 
ſhe had got him to drink to'Exceſs, ſhe took 
occaſion to thwart and provoke him into a 


Rage, in which he was frequently guilty of 


great Raſhneſs and Undecency towards ber, 


which the poor Woman pretended to bear 


with great Patience before Company, bament 
ing that his Diſorder was daily encreafing. 
dhe ply'd him with ſo much Liquor, pd 


kept his Temper ſo long upon the Rack, that, 


in Fact, his flightly Fit laſted longer by 
much than uſual, and his Behaviour became 


leſs tolerable ; every Circumſtance of which 
ſhe propagated abroad with much Induſtry, and 


with great Additions, and at laſt took Courage 


to give out, that it was dangerous for her or 
her Children to live with him, for Fear of his 
doing nN ſome ene Jojury i in his Mad. 


nefs. - 
Fee people in the Country had ſo — 


make 
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make any Enquiry. inte the Truth or Founds- 
tion of theſe Reports, and allow'd them to 
paſs current without any Contradiction. His 
Sons, by his firſt Lady, were both | abroad 3 
the one at the Univerſity, and the other on his 
Travels, and both of them under Age, and 
their Uncle by their Mother, who was their 
Guardian fiace their Mother's Death, had too 
great a Contempt for Mr. N to give him- 
{elf any Trouble about him; ſo that the defign- 
ing Wife was left at rene e to act as ſbe 
. 

When he had kept on Foot-theſe Rumours 
fon ſome Months, the and her Paramour 
thought it-high Time to 1 their Fra to 
a N e 02294 
| pitch?d upon 50 Full of dhe Noon 
to = the laſt- eek; their Farce, and took 
Care at the Apptoach of it, to ply. the unhep- 
py Mr. 7-— with Plenty. of Spirits, and 
Punch deſignedly made eg, which en- 
ereas d his natural Diſtemper; and when they 
Had provok'd him to the higheſt Rage, intro- 
duced ſome of the Nei —— of the ſmalleſt 
Share of Penetration, — by their Help bound 
him Hand and Foot, and under Pretence of 


bringing him to himſelf, by the Advice of the 


young Doctor, who now deſpis d his Autho- 
rity, beat him moſt ſeverely, which made him 
actually little better than mad, and put him 


on aten en to nenn Shim from their 


* » 
* 


ee 
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Cruelty, which ſerw'd only to confirm the 
Spectators, that he was truly lunatic. 


t the unhappy Gentleman in this 


State, for about a Week in bis dun Hauſe, 


chain'd down to a Poſt in a dark Chamber, 
with only a Wad of Straw to lie on; and at 


laſt ſent him to a private Mad- houſe, the 
Maſter of which, either was in their Intereſt, 


or was impoſed upon by their Artifice, 0 de. 


lieve the Gentleman actually mad, and by 
tteating him with the ſame Regimen and Diſ- 
cipline, confirmid the unhappy Man in the 
State their Art and Maliee' had drove him to. 
The young Doctor, new freed from the 
Cheek of a | Sees Huſband, frequented Mr, 
12 Houſe publickly, and at laſt took up 


his Dwelling there entirely, under Pretence of 
being nearer at Hand to give his Advice to the 
Lady, who labour'd under many, either real 


or pretemded Diſorders, that requir'd the ſpe- 


cial Advice and Attendance of a . Phyſician; 
| but I muſt R off ne W a Fa. 
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N Accident En favs my ul. 
which oblig'd me to deferr doing m 
ſelf the Fleaſure of writing to you 8 
theſe three Poſts paſt; it was no other, than 
the Arrival of my Brother from making” the 
Tour of Europe. Vou may eaſily judge the 
Pleaſure I receivd, in ſeeing a muchllowd 
Brother, after an Abſence of Koen Vears, and 
conſequently cannot take it amiſs,” that I laid 
all other Buſineſs afide to entertain him, while 
he ſtay'd in this Part of the Country, which 


was only till this Morning; when he ſet out for 


my Mother's Seat, with whom he is to return 
to London, and will certainly pay his Compli- 


ments to the amiable Mrs.—-; for I aſſure you, 


you were amongſt the firſt of our Acquaintance 


he aſk'd for. I rallied him on the Occaſion, 


and if I know any thing of his Mind, your 


fair Daughter bad a chief Hand in bringing 


him Home; you'll pardon me, my Friend, 
for wiſhing fincerely for an Event that might 


ftreogthen! that Amity that has ſo long ſub- 


ſiſted 


[31] 
ſiſted/betwixt us, and unite two Families in one 
common Intereſt, that are already ſo much 
cemented in their Affections; but to my Taſk 
of finiſhing my little Hiſtory of Mrs. . 
and her Family. 

1 8 my lat with the young Phy 
ſician s taking up his Reſidence at Mr. 18, 
to the great Scandal of the whole Country, 
who now ſaw. plainly the Reaſon, that oblig d 
this fond Wife, to diſpoſe of her Huſband ſo 
commodiouſly, and that if he were not mad, 
he had more Cauſe than moſt Men to be ſo. | 

The Scandal of the Doctor's Reſidence at 
that Houſe, became ſo flagrant, that he loſt all 


| Practice of any Sort in the Country, and met 


with ſeveral Affronts in publick Company, on 
the Score of his Commerce with a Woman of 
| ſuch abandon'd Principles. Tho? neither of 
them, it would ſeem by their Conduct, had 
any nice Notions of Reputation, yet the Cla- 
mour in this Caſe was ſo loud, that they thought 
themſelves oblig d to find out ſome Pretext for - 
the Doctor's Stay in the Family, leſs. liable to 
Cenſure, and that Was, his making his Ad- 
drefles to Mrs. 78 only Daughter, now a 

50 about fifteen, but tall and forward of her 


5 Nancy, 7 chat was the young Lady 8 
| Name, was eaſily impoſed upon, and as it was 
the firſt Time ſhe was treated on the Footing 
5 of a Woman, receiv'd. the Doctor's Addreſſes, 

a a in 


EL 
in a Manner that belt bim and the Moth 
to carry on the Deceit. 8 

It was an eafy Matter to ſpin but the Court- 
thip to an uncommon Length, and to find Pre- 
tences for delaying the Marriage, even after 
Miſs Nancy had given her Conſent; the Chief 
of which Was waiting to ſee if her Father would 
recover, or her Brothers by the firſt Marriage, 
return from their Travels, and become of Ape, 
that their Cotiſent mig ht fanQify the Match. 


Theſe Pretences ſerved Tot ſome Time to keep 


her from Suſpicions, and made the Doctor's 


Stay in the F amily leis liable to Exception; : 


but, they carried it to too great a Length, for the 
Git, taking naturally aſter her Mother, was 
of an amorous and impaticht Diſpoſition, and 


became fonder « of the Doctor, than was con- 


fiſtent with his Connection with the Mother, 
and as in about a Vear bd a Half, that this 
ham (Courtſhip laſted, ſhe had gather'd * 
ie more By etiency in the World, The began 
to ſuſpect het Mama of foul Play, and watet'd 
1 9 8 er ſo cloſe, that they Were | 
much interrupted in their Intrigue. 
As they diſcover'd' that Miſs began to ful. 
pe them, the Poctor was oblig'd to redouble 


his feign'd Aſſiduities to that Quarter, and 


found ſo many ſoft and engaging Returns from 


the innocent, undeſigning Girl, that he begun 


in Eatneft to entertain that Affection fot her | 
he had hitherto only pretendet. 
Mi 


3 £451 
Mis Nancy had a large Share of good Na- 
ture, a ſprightly, ready Wit, and a Perſon e- 
very Way agreeable, which added to her Vouth 
and Innocence; and the unreſerv'd Affection 
ſhe entertain d for the Doctor, whom ſhe 
look'd upon, and treated as her intended Spouſe, 
were powerful Incentives to the Doctor, whoſe 
Conſcience was of the moſt pliable Kind, and 
boggled very little at commencing an Intrigue 
with the Daughter, notwithſtanding the cri- 
minal Intimacy he had with the Mother. 
The Mother was now in her. Decline, and 
- Had loſt much of that Vivacity in her Man- 
ner, and all thoſe Attractions in her Face and 
Perſon, that could give any Reliſh to Enjoy- 
ment, and perhaps without the Temptation of 
the Daughter; the young Phyſician might find 
his Inclinations for the old Lady, kept alive 
by the Proſpects of her Fortune alone, which 
he now began to think, he might enjoy with 
leſs Scandal, by transferring his Addreſſes in 
Earneſt to Miſs Nancy. The Reſolution was 
ſoon form'd, and he had no Reaſon to expect 
any Difficulty from the young Lady; but the 
Difficulty was how to manage Matters with 
the old One, who had too much Penetration to 
be long impoſed upon, and too much Self- 
love and Conceit to yield willingly her Right to 
her more deſerving Daughter. LITE 


* 


For ſome Months he kept his ſecret Inten- 


tions to himſelf, paid his publick Devoirs to 


Miss Nancy, in ſuch a Manner as 
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all Jealouſy from her, and treated the Mo- 
ther, with juſt as much Complaiſance in Pri- 
vate, as ferv'd to conceal from her the Sue 


in. his Diſpoſition. 
About this Time, the unhappy Mr. Y—, 


the much abuſed Huſband, was ſeiz d a 4 


violent Fever, and as they had uſed to chain 
him dawn to his Straw and Cell, the Iron had 
rankled his Wriſts and Ancles, and in this Fe- 
ver occaſion'd a Mortification; which baffled 
the Skill of the Phyſician, and carried him off in 
about ten Days, to the unſpeakable Joy of his 
Widow; who now faw herſelf at Liberty to 
beſtow het worthleſs Perſon and F e, on 
whom ſhe pleaſed. ; 
Mliſs Nancy receiv'd the News of et Fa- 
ther's Death with the moſt unfeign'd Sorrow, 


which had near to have coſt her Life. The 


Violence of her Grief threw her into a lingering 
Fever, in which the Mother would have been 
glad ſhe had died, and was not over and above 
deſirous that the Doctor ſhould do any more 
than make Shew of giving her what Relief 


his Profeſſion or Experience might” afford her. 
The unnatural Mother hinted to him, how 
much it was their mutual Intereſt to be re- 
liev'd from ſuch an Incumbrance; and how 
happy it would be, ſhould her Fever carry her 


off. Wild as he was, he could not help being 


ſhock d at the monſtrous Inhumanity of this 
unnatural Parent, but conceal'd his Reſent- 
ment, and rather Hatter'd her Hopes, that ſhe 


-——— — — — — 


might 
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might be carried off, tho? at the fame Time 
he did all in his Power to recover her ; in which, 
aſſiſted by her Youth and Strength of Conſti- 
tution, he happily ſucceeded. 

In about three Months Time after the un- 
happy Huſband's Death, when her Daughter's 
Health was out of Danger, and the Mother ſhe 
was diſappointed. of her Death, ſhe thought of 
Means of getting rid of her only Son, the other 
Clog upon a Fortune ſhe had no Intention to 
divide with any of the Iſſue of the unfortu- 
nate Mr. -—, who by dying without a Will, 
left the Sums in the Marriage Settlement, and 
his helpleſs Orphans wholly at the Diſpoſal of 
that Woman: EEE 


The Boy, we are now ſpeaking of, was at 
this Time about fourteen Years of Age, of a 
puny, fickly Conſtitution, and' on whoſe Edu- 
cation ſhe had not. beſtow'd the leaſt Pains ; 
ſo that, at. theſe Years, he could: ſcarce read 
the Bible, and could only ſcroul his own Name. 
The War with Spain was juſt broke out, and 
the Spirit of making Repriſals, and fitting out 
Privateers againſt that proud Nation, prevail'd 
in all Corners of the Kingdom. Mrs. 2, 
tho not actuated by ſo good a Spirit, as that of 
revenging the Inſults, offer'd her Country by 
the Spaniſb Guarda Cofta's, yet thought it F— 
ood Cauſe to venture her only Son in, as ſhe 
ancied ſhe had many Chances of getting, by 
this Means, entirely rid of him. 
Ende TI or ao © © 
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A ſtout Veſſel was then fitting out, by 
ſome Merchants from Hull, for the privateering 
Trade, on Board of which ſhe ſhip'd the un- 
happy. Boy, who had a Conſtitution no ways 
fitted for the Hardſhips of the boiſterous Ele- 
ment, and leſs Inclination to follow that rov- 
ing and hazardous Trade; but he muſt obey 
his virtuous Mama; was bound to the Captain 
for three Vears, and left the Coaſt in a very 
mean Equipage, no Ways becoming the 8 
of ſo opulent a Family. 

The Ship was not out fourteen Days, all 
which Time, poor Dicke 7 was. confin'd. with 
Sickneſs to his Hammock, and as little Care 
taken of him, as if he had 'been pick'd. off the 
Dunghill, when ſhe , engag'd. a Spaniard of 
ſuperior Force, and after a ftout Reſiſtance, 
in which many fell on both Sides, was oblig d 
to yield and was carried to Sc. Sebaſtian. 

As no Cartel for Exchange of Priſoners 
had been ſettled at that Period of the War, and. 
no Allowance was eſtabliſh'd for the Main- 
tainance of the Captives either by his Ma- 
jeſty or the Catholick King, the Priſoners 
ſuffet d extream Hardſhips, and amongſt the 
reſt, the ugbapyy Boy was for near nine 
Months in a molt deplorable Condition, Sick. 


as he was, he was ſoon thrown into a loath- 
ſome Dungeon with ſome others, who had 
like him no Friends to advance them Credit 


for Subſiſtence, and was. ſupported with no- 
thing 


1 7 * 
thing but a ſcanty Allowance | of black Deg 
and ſtinking Water. 

The Captain and his principal Officers firs 
better, they found Credit by Dranghts' upon 
their Owners, and in about two Mentha Time, 
by the Force of Money 1kitfally applied, found 
 Meanstoefcape to France, with whom we were 
then ſeemingly at Peace; and from thenee re- 
turn d to Bngland; where the Captain had not 
been a Week, before he waited on Mrs. F— 
and acquainted her with the Circumſtances 'of 

her Son, and letting her know, that as he was 
oblig d to ſteal aw himſelf, he could not 122 
the Boy along with him, however much h 
was inch id to have done Þ- 

The hard-hearted Mother heard the Relations 
of the extream Miſery in which the peer 
Youth languiſh'd, with as little Concern, as if 
ſhe had been liſtening to any old Ballad; and 


When the Captain had done ſpeaking, and re= 


commended to her to fend Orders for her Son's. 
Ranfom, offering at the ſame Time to ne- 
otiate it by the Canal of France, and thoſe 
Perſons to whom he owed his own Liberty; 
ſhe calmly told him, the Boy was bis Prentice, 
and if he would not be at the Expence of re- 
deeming him, the would not; pretended” 25 
be highly concern'd, that the Captain had left 
him behind, and threatened if he did not 
quickly produce him, ſhe would have him pu- 
niſh'd. The ſurly Tarr reſentcd her Uſage, and 


never troubled his Head r more about her Son; ſo 
a es that 


that tho' all the Crew were relievd in 
a few Weeks after his coming Home, the 
unhappy Boy was left behind, ſtruggling with 
Sickneſs, Nakedneſs and Poverty, and had 
certainly died, if a Catholick Lady of ſome. 
Quality had not, out of a Motive of Devo- 
tion, gone to viſit the ſeveral Goals of the 
Town 3 from whence ſhe reliey'd ſuch as ſhe 
thought Objects of her Compaſſion „ either by 
Money or Intereſt, according as their Caſe re- 
qum' d, and amongſt the reſt this worthy Peni- 
tent got the better of her Averſion to the Ene- 
mies of her Religion, and releasꝰd the young He- 
retick ; had him cloath*d and taken Care of ' till 
he recover d his Health, and then ſent him to 
Nantz, with Orders to a Merchant there to 
ſhip him for England with the firſt Ship ; 
bound for that Kingdom. - 
Thus this unhappy Boy found h | 
from the Enemies of his Country and Religi- 
on, and experienc'd more Humanity from a 
meer Stranger, than from his own Mother, 
who receiv'd the News of his landing at 55 I 
auth, with infinitely more Concern, than ſhe 
did the. Relation. of his Miſeries in St. Seba 
A oe | 
The poor Boy no ſooner 10 in TY na- 
tive Air, than, after ſuch a long Scene of Mis- 
fortune, expecting to be receiv'd by his 
Mother, with open and longing Arms, wrote 
her the News of his Arrival the very Night he 


came a- ſhore; 3 en as he was detain d ſome 
Days 


8 
| Days beter he could get ſome little Things he 


had in the Ship out of her, he receiv'd a Let- 125 


ter in the Interim from his Mama, directin 
him to ſtay where he was till further Orders. 
He was ſurpriz d to find ſo cold a Letter from 
2 Parent he had dearly lov'd, and whom he 
had never in any Shape diſoblig d, but obey'd 
her Commands, and ſtay'd a diſtant Rela 
tion's of his for 8 a Week; in which 
Time, that Relation receiv'd Orders. to ſend 
Him out in a Ship, then in that Harbour, 
bound for Famaica. The unhappy Youth, who 
had more than enough to cool his Affection 
for the Sea in his laſt Voyage, expreſs d | his 
Difſlike to this, and beg'd for the Liberty of 
ſeeing his Mother and Siſter before he em- 
bark d; but that Gentleman, who had his 
Reaſons in obeying the Lady's Orders, with 
malicious Punctuality ſhipꝰd him on Board with- 
cout any Proviſions for the Voyage, or any Re- 
commendations to any in that Colony, 
Poor Dick took a melancholy Leave with 
ſtreaming Eyes of his native Country, which 
it was deſtin'd he ſhould never more ſee again; 
for tho' he had his Health preti well, 
during the Voyage, yet he had not been 4 
Week in the Hafbour of Port- Royal in Fa- 
maica, before he was taken ill of che Diſeaſe 
of the Country. The Captain had him put 
a-ſhore to a very obſcure Houſe, and took little 
or no Care of him, but left Nature to work a 


TT] 
2 The nthappy young Lad pin d as much 
75 4 the Neglect he ſaw he was treated with, 
as with the Videne of his Diſeaſe, but had 
none to complain to but the hard-hearted Cap- 
tain who was rather incens'dat his Complaints, 
than mov'd to take Meaſures for his Recovery. 
Helinger'd for a Month, while the Ship ſtay d 
at that Port, and was then fo bad, that he was 
leſt behind, without the leaſt Proviſion for his 
Support. However, a young Gentleman, A- 
gent to a Plantation near Port- Roynl of the 
ame Name, tho no Relation to the Family, 
that a Gentleman's Sen was left in 
uch deplorable Circumſtances, took Compaſ- 
_ Gon on the young Sufferer, had him conducted , 
to the Plantation, and proper Medicines and 
Attendance given him, and wrote very moving 
and pathetic Letters to his Mother, acquaint- 
ing her with the Situation of her Son, that the 
Climate was improper for one of his Conſtitu- 
tion, and that for Want of Education he was 
unfit to get his Bread in that Part of the World, 
and deßring ber Commands bow to — of | 


Beſpre this Letter came to Hand, the Ship 

| that M4 - carried him out, had then arrived 
in England, the Captain of Which repreſented 

Kim in ſuch Circumſtances: vrhen he leſt him, 
that the unnatural Mother concluded for certain 

he was dead, and that ſhe was fairly rid of this 
Plague, and was bighly ſhagre en d when on 
dy — oe the Letter, attacks above, 
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hs found that bs was alive, aud that chere 
were ſome Hopes of his Recovery. She curs d 


bis good Luck, that raiſed him up Friends in 


ſuch diſtant Countries, and the obſtinate Har- 
dineſs of his Conſti Ine that in Spight of its 


natural Make ſeem'd Proof againſt the Rigours 


of all Climates, Diſtreſſes and Maladies. 


She determin'd, however, to make no Return 
to the officious Kindneſs of this meddling Stran- 
ger, but leave him and Dick to manage Matters 
without her as they beſt could; but the young 


Doctor, tho by his Views on all Hands deep- 
ly intereſted in the Boy's Death, was more 
_ generous, either out of a Frinciple of. Pride 
or Humanity, I don't know which; he pri- 


. vately made Return to the Letter, in the Mo- 
ther's Name, and remitted Money for defray- 
ing the Boy's Charges there, and. his Return to 


Europe, the firſt Ship that ſhould fail for Eng- 
Land. But this good Office came too late, for 


before it could arrive at Famaica, the Mother 


had a Letter from the fame Gentleman, that 
formerly wrote to her, giving her an Account 


that a Relapſe had cartied off her Son, in about 


three Weeks after the Date of his firſt. _ | 
This hard-hearted Woman could not RIO 
her Joy on the News, but ran in Raptures tq. 
communicate it to the Doctor, and on that 
Occafion told him, as ſhe had now no Charge 


but Nancy, ſhe might without incutring much 


Cenſure, give him a legal Title to her Perſon, 


b * ſoon as he Pleaſed, -the ſooner the better ; 
: © a8 


5 235 the Fas, perfectly FB "with living ander-the 


Reſtraint. 19 4 were at brefens oblig 'd to by, 
pon themſc] We 
The already diſguſted Phyſician, was mon 
ou ſhock'd at, the undecent Behaviour of a 
} 5 tl bis on ſo moving h Occaſion as the 
1 Death 55 an only Nane Fo 25 thy 15 mbarcaſt- 
4 | 17 . the 4 air of her Marriage ſo 
19 po 207 to 100 . 950 0 Hinder d him from 
bo king apy Reply for ſome Moments; but he 
—_ San recover'd hi himſe lf, and as it was. neceſſary | Þ 
to temporize with. her 22 ſome Time, at leaſt | 
BY 155 had an Opportunity to form deliberate- 
oy b Reſolutions on this Change of Affairs, 
al in 8275 ber Humour, and inſtead of con- 
doling, congratulated bye on. ber Son's Death, 
and as to the 8 in told her they would 
make no n 111 55 9 5 than Was neceſſary to 
prepare s N, ancy tor a Change - which muſk 
certainly be diſagreeabſe to her. This and cuſto- 
mary Care ſſes pro 855 applied, put her off for 
that Time, and the Doctor on ſome Pretext, 
' retr'd to his Chamber, to. reſolye. upon what 


T3. en done in ſo critical a Game, 
now. to- play p beten the. Weiber 
and. the Daughter. 

As to his 1 they were fix” d upon. 
Miss, and there could 525 nothing on Earth he 
| Hated or deſpis d much as her Mother, but 
dben the Fortune. was wholly, in her Power, 
and! it Nas not cobabl e, ſhe Would part with.a 
to him if be declar W the Dzugh- 


ter, . 
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wa and be Had tos great a Lovefor TAY is 
ink of wedding her withoot it. It was a dif. 
ficalt Point to determine what to do in the 
Caſe; but Neceflity put him upon this Strata- 
gem; he was ſure gf the Girl's AﬀeRtions, .of 
which he determin'd to make this Uſe, that he 
would endeayour to feduce her V irtue, believ- 
ing that when it ſhoyld come to be known, 
the Relations of the Family, would join with 
him in perſwading the Mother to mike a rea- 
ſonable Settlement, ſibce fe could net reveal 
to them the real Cauſe, which hindted her 
giving her Conſent to 4 March ſhe had long 

given out to have been alread concluded, and 
to do him ſuffice, as the Event juſtifies; he de- 
termin'd in the long Rin; to matry Her cen 

without a Settlement. 

This Scheme feind fo probabe, 36d 2c 
egit to his Notions of Honour fo innocent, 
that he was impatient to put it d Practice. 
But he found a ces loch the young La- 
dy, which he Fre note Ber Grief for her 
Brothet's Death oblig'd Fr in Decericy to pi 
it off for fotne Tie, and when that was ober, 
tho” ſhe indulged fm as formerly in all decent 
Liberties, and return'd Bis Affectionb with as 
unfeign'd Ardour; yet, when be attecpted to 
take Advantage of any tender Moment, and 
to puſh his Ffeedoms beyond ſtriét Modeſty, 

ſhe gave ſuch Checks as both inflain'd His E 

| ſteem, and gave him Cauſe to beſieve, he had 
ohdettuken 4 Taſk 85 caſlly akcomphif'd, But 

2 a8 


| [ 44 3 | 
as he was full of his Scheme, and his Defires 
were wound up to the higheſt Pitch, both by 
thoſe endearing Returns of Tenderneſs he bad 
from the innocent Girl, and conſtantly think- 
ing on the amorous Subject, he reſolv'd to 
make a final Effort, and put the Succeſs 11 his | 
Fortune on the Iſſue of that Attempft. 
He choſe a Night on which Mrs. . — was 
from Home, and found Means to ſit up late 
with Miſs in her Chamber, till all the Family | 
were gone to Bed and found aſleep; in that 
dark and filent Hour, after he had prepar'd her 
Paſſions by all the fond Artifices of deſigning 


Man, he declar'd he would die at her Feet, 


_ unleſs ſhe granted him the laſt and concluding 
Favour that Night; he uſed all the common 
Arguments made uſe of to ſeduce the unthink- 
ing Fair from the Paths of Honour, was pro- 
fuſe of Oaths and Promiſes, accompanied with 
Tears, Prayers, and all the whining Cant of de- 
ſpairing Lovers; and when all theſe. had no 
Effect, but were retutn'd with ſharp and un- 
Jook*d-for Rebukes, he attempted even ſome- 
thing like Force, but met with ſuch a firm Re- 
fiſtance, that for Fear of alarming the Family 
on ſo ugly an Occaſion, he was oblig'd to de- 
ſiſt from all Manner of Violence. 
The young Lady reſented ſo much the un- 
decent Attempt upon ber Honour, that it was 
an Hour or two before he could reduce her 
to the Temper of hearing him at all. But 
Where a Woman _ loves, its 1 to 
by cep 


— p 


with any Kind of Decency ; that ſhe might 
- co-operate with him in diſappointing. them. 


ES aur ada as Ie to be diſcoyer'd 
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keep up her Reſentment againſt the repentant 


Criminal; ſhe was at laſt prevail'd on to charge 


the Affront offer d to her Virtue, as a Compli- 
ment to her Charms, that were capable of raiſ- 
ing a Paſſion, to which there is no Bounds to 
be put. And the Doctor finding, that his 
Scheme as projected, would prove abortive, took 
the Reſolution to let her into as much of the 
Secret of her Mother's Deſigns, as he could, 


He told her ingenuouſly, that his Addreſſes at 
firſt to her, were only a Blind, to a Deſign' 
the Mother had upon his Perſon, but now his 
Converſe with her had converted long fince his 


_ feign'd to a real Affection, of which he pre- 
tended his late Behaviour! was an undeniable 


Proof; which he added, he was rather induc'd 


to, as her Mother was urgent to put an End 


to the Deceit by a publick Marriage, which 


he thought that the beſt Way to prevent. 


As the young Lady had partly ſuſpected her 
Mother's Deſigns before, and as ſhe had no 


mean Opinion of her own Charms, in Com- 


petion with her Mama, ſhe was eaſily enduc'd 


to believe the Doctor ſincere in all he faid, but 


would not adopt ſo much of his Project, as to 


make Shipwreck of her Honour, to diſappoint 
her old Mama; fo that the Reſult of this Con- 
' ference was, that they were to marry privately, 


keep it an inviolable Secret, but to permit their 


fo 
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to the old Lady, on whoſe Temper they might 
work in that Cafe, in the fame Manner as if 
they had not been previouſly ARE > 

The Doctor in a few Days obtain d a * 
cence, and in about a Fortnight after was 

rivately married, by the Chaplain of a neigh- 

uring Gentleman, who was let into ſo much 
| of their Secret as to induce him to keep Silence. 
As Lam not, Madam, writing a Novel, fo 1 
Gall not heighten my Narrative, with the Rap- - 
tures of a wedding Night, detween a you 
9 of about thirty, and # young bloom- 
Virgin between ſeventeen and eighteen. 
7 eſe are eafily imagin'd, and were fo apree- 
able to the young Couple, that for Fear of an In- 
terruption to thoſe Joys; innocent at leaft oft 
one Side, by a Diſcovery; they conceal'd it 4 
Month or fix Weeks longer than they intended, 
and would probably have continued their Pris 
vacy much longer, if the old Lady's troublefomit 
Jealouly had not made it abſolutely neceſſary to 
put an End to the Farce, which had fo diffe- 
rent a Cataſtrophe from what the all along 
ed. 

As the Doctor from his Mirriage had ſhun'd 
" criminal Commerce with the old Gentle- 
woman, fhe grew extreamly' uneaſy at the vi- 
fible Alteration, and upbraided the Door with 
going aſtray forriewhere elſe, never once ſül⸗ 
pecting her Daughter; but as theſe Clamourfs 
| wag frequent and troubleſome, and fraring by 
PIs, the Deoghier might: come 


0 


1 
to ule that Part of the Secret, which wonld 
have offended her Virtue, and which he had in- 
duſtciopfly conceal'd ; he manag d his Meetings: 
with his Wife with fuch a defign*d Opennets, 
that the News of their Commerce was quickly: 
bens to the Ears of the diſappointed N 


Tue old Lady heard it as ; the. would her laſt 
Knell, and in — Reſentment ſet no Bounds to 
her Paſſion. She ran to her Daughter's Apart- 
ment, where the Doctor then was, and aſk'd 
| beri ina furious Tone, if or not ſhe was married 
to that Villain, meaning the Doctor, to which ſhe _ 
according to Direction made no Reply; the en- 
rag'd Mother took ber Silence as a Confeſſion 
that ſhe was not, and loaded her with the Name. 
of Strumpet and all the opprobrious Epithets-her. 
Rage could ſuggeſt, threaten'd--to lay violent; 
Hands upon her, which the Doctor preventing, 
" the order'd ** that Minute to quit the Houſe, 
ſwearing a moſt dreadfu} Imprecation, that ſhe. 
never would give her a Shilling. 

The Doctor conducted his Wife to a Gen- 
tleman's Houſe in the Neighbourhood, where 
he left her, to make it the more probable, that 
they were not married. The old Lady propa- 


gated her Daughter's ſuppoſed Scandal with great- 


Induſtry, and when told, that the Doctor 
offer d to marry her, upon her making a rea- 
ſonable Settlement, ſhe again renew'd her Im- 
L that ſhe never would give her a 
Penny; for * all Things, ſhe hated the 
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Thoughts of her Marriage, and would rider 
have her live under the Character of his Miſtreſs, 
than thatof his Wife. As the whole Country 
knew the Encouragement the Mother had 
given the Doctor to make his Addreſſes, they 
were to a Man of the Side of the young Couple, 


4 and uſed ail their Intereſt to bring the old La- 


dy to Reaſon, but after the Expiration of fix. 


ly, that her Reputation ſhould lie ſo long un- 
der ſo black an Imputation; the Doctor pub- 
lickly own'd his Marriage, the News of which 
was no ſooner carried to the enrag'd Mother, 
than ſhe grew delirious, and in three Months 
after, in a very deplorable State, was carried to 


Months, in which Time the young Lady 
prov'd with Child, and ſeem'd very melancho- 


the fame Mad-houſe where her Huſband had 


been put by her Artifice, where ſhe liv'd only 


ee and died raving mad, leaving in 


of ber the whole of her 1 


F one to her 1 and her AA I am, 
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